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Human History

Performed in Japanese

In his new work “Human History,” set to be staged at KAAT in October, playwright and director Kenichi Tani
tackles another daunting challenge following his incisive “Fukushima Trilogy” that questioned the history of
the nuclear power plant there, along with the region’ s development, and earned him the prestigious Kishida
Drama Award and a Tsuruya Nanboku Drama Award in 2019.

This time, as his play’ s title suggests, Tani turns his attention to nothing less than the theme of human
history — and especially how Homo sapiens have come to dominate the living world at the expense of
different human species and other powerful creatures.

In attempting to address this question, Tani proposes a theory suggesting the key factor is that only Homo
sapiens have the individual ability to believe fiction. On that basis, through a range of dramatic effects
involving texts, physical movements and music, the play presents nothing less than a spectacular new view of
the world.

3¢ Although “Human History” was inspired by Yuval Noah Harari’ s 2011 book “A Brief History of
Humankind,” copyright issues prevent any reference to that work.
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